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The Holy Marriage Blessing Ceremony is a large-scale wedding or
marriage rededication ceremony sponsored by the Unification
Church. It is given to married or engaged couples. Through it,
members of the Unification Church believe that the couple is
removed from the lineage of sinful humanity and engrafted into
God’s sinless lineage. As a result the couple’s marital
relationship—and any children born after the Blessing—exist free
from the consequences of original sin. (Children born into Blessed
Central Families are known as Blessed Children or second
generation, third generation, etc.)

Rev and Mrs Moon preside over a

For Unificationists, these interracial, interreligious and international mass blessing ceremony

mass marriage ceremonies symbolize the family as the hope for

peace. The Blessing ceremony has become the most famous ritual of the Unification Church.[!] The men
and women who receive the Blessing are called "Blessed Central Families" who are conducive to the
establishment of Cheon Il Guk (the Kingdom of Heaven.)
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Purpose

Frank Kaufmann, a leading Unificationist scholar, wrote:

We do not have mass weddings because Reverend Moon doesn't know any better, doesn't know
how Americans react to things, or that he stubbornly adheres to some odd Korean habit. Our
matchings and weddings are a direct and perfect manifestation of a profound theology and
world view. You see, Unificationists believe that all the problems on Earth, from the Gulf War,
to child abuse, to the crumbling school system (you name it) are fruits of the fact that
self-interest crept in to the family, the love between husband and wife, reproductive affairs, and
parent-child relationships, thus since the beginning there has never been even one family whose

members were not dominated by some significant degree of self-interest.[2]
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Scholars have noted the Blessing ceremony allows Unification Church members to express their belief in an

international, inter-racial "family of God."[113] In the words of the Reverend Moon, he once described the
meaning of the Marriage Blessing:

Then what is the ultimate reason why we need to do it? It is because our human ancestors fell. If
our first ancestors had not fallen, it would not be necessary for us to receive the Blessing. But
we have to reverse the fallen process. We have no other way to return to God's realm of
authority than through a course that restores the fall. That is why human beings until now have

pursued religion, for this is the direction and purpose of human history.[4]

History

Blessings of church members

The Blessing ceremony was first held in 1961 for 36 couples in Seoul, South Korea by Sun Myung Moon
and his wife Hak Ja Han, shortly after their own marriage in 1960. All the couples were members of the
Unification Church. Moon matched all of the couples except the 12 who were already married to each other

from before joining the church, which was officially founded in 1954.0]

Later Blessing ceremonies were larger in scale but followed the same pattern with all participants
Unification Church members and Moon matching most of the couples. In 1982 the first large scale Blessing
held outside of Korea took place in Madison Square Garden in New York City. In 1988, Moon matched
2,500 Korean members with Japanese members for a Blessing ceremony held in Korea, partly in order to

promote unity between the two nations.[6]

The Blessing ceremonies have attracted a lot of attention in the press and in the public imagination, often
being labeled "mass weddings".l”l However, in most cases the Blessing ceremony is not a legal wedding
ceremony. Some couples are already married and those that are engaged are later legally married according
to the laws of their own countries.!3! The New York Times referred to a 1997 ceremony for 28,000 couples as
a "marriage affirmation ceremony," adding: "The real weddings were held later in separate legal
ceremonies." [°]

Blessing extended to non-members

The 1990s saw a big change when Rev. Moon allowed the Blessing to be given to other people besides
Unification Church members. This liberalization led to a great increase in the number of Blessed couples,
with most of them having been already married and not Unification Church members. It is possible for any
Blessed couple to give the Blessing to other couples and this is being done in many cases by ministers of
other churches who have received the Blessing though their association with the Unification Church.
Ministers of other faiths, including Judaism and Islam have served as "co-officiators" at Blessing

ceremonies presided over by Rev. and Mrs. Moon.[1%] Since 2001 couples Blessed by Moon have been able

to arrange marriages for their own children, without his direct guidance.[!1]

Process

Adult Unificationists (those who joined on their own without family ties) and Blessed Children (those
whose parents received the Blessing of Marriage) each follow a similar yet distinct process in preparing for

marriage, being matched (engaged) and finally receiving the Blessing.l'2] Non-Unificationists (people of
other faiths, nonreligious) who believe in the ideals of the church teachings can also be part of the Marriage
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Blessing. People who are already married are also welcome and can begin walking a path towards the
Blessing. On October 3, 1976 Reverend Moon is quoted saying "The international Blessing developed by
the Unification Church is not a wedding which is limited to only Unification Church members. This is the
official course that all human beings must pass through. We should clearly understand this fact."[4]

The basic process for children who grew up in the church and others who want to get married is described in
their official website. (http://bfm.familyfed.org/) There, it also describes the training and workshops one
must go through to understand the value of the Blessing, become candidates and learn why marriage is the
key for building God's Kingdom. Adult Unificationists and Blessed Children can receive support from either
their parents or their matching advisors as they prepare for the matching and the Blessing. Married couples
can go through marriage enhancement workshops after being Blessed.

Ceremonial Practices

The traditional steps for completing the sanctity of the blessing ceremony is the following:!!3!]

1. The Chastening Ceremony. The couple strike each other three times to symbolically make an end to
sin and prepare for a new beginning.
2. The Holy Wine Ceremony. The couple share a cup of Holy Wine (or grape juice) symbolizing their
engrafting into God’s sinless lineage.
3. The Holy Blessing Ceremony. The couple exchange vows. A prayer is offered by the officiators. The
couple is sprinkled with holy water.
4. The Separation Period. The couple refrains from having sexual relations for a period (most often 40
days, but in some cases much longer) before consummating or re-consummating their marriage.
5. The Three Day Ceremony. The couple begins, or re-begins, their married life in a highly symbolic
ceremony over three days which is considered to reverse the fall of Adam and Eve.
Couples taking part in Blessing ceremonies exchange these four vows:H4]
1. To become a true man or woman who practices sexual purity and lives for the sake of others.
2. To become a true husband or wife who respects True Parents' example and establishes an eternal
family which brings joy to God.
3. To become a parent who educates his or her children to follow the tradition of true love for the sake of
the family and world.
4. To create an ideal family which contributes to world peace.

Notable events

In 1997, Rev. and Mrs. Moon presided over a Blessing ceremony in Washington D. C. in which 28,000 of
the 30,000 couples taking part were previously married,!!] including controversial Baptist minister and civil
rights advocate Al Sharpton and his wife Katherine.l!®] A 2000 ceremony included couples in North
Korea.ll”l In a 2001 ceremony George Augustus Stallings, founder of the Imani Temple African-American

Catholic Congregation, married Sayomi Kamimoto, a Japanese Unification Church member.l!8] At the same
ceremony was Minister Benjamin Muhammad, the national director of the Million Man March and the

Million Family March and a representative of Louis Farrakhan's Nation of Islam.[!®] Former Ugandan
President Godfrey Binaisa married Tomoko Yamamoto, a 58-year old Japanese woman during the Blessing
ceremony in 2004. At that time, of the wedding, which took place remotely with Godfrey present over a

satellite video link, he was 84 years 0ld.[20] A Blessing Ceremony was held at Headquarters of the United
Nations in 2000.[211[22]
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Such weddings proved to be happy, according to scientific research.[23124] "Whatever anyone wants to say

about the Unification Church, the marital aspect seems to work," said Robert Epstein, a research
psychologist. No-divorce rates are up to 83% in the Unification Church.[2! Unification Church teaches that
romantic love leads to sexual promiscuity, mismatched couples and dysfunctional societies.[26](27]

The Unification Movement affected the demographic map of mono-ethnic Korea due to its Blessing
Ceremony.[28] South Korea has an acute problem of gender imbalance. Consequently, there is a large
shortage of marriageable women: more than half of female immigrants are from the Philippines, Thailand
and other countries came to Korea due to the Unification Movement and less than 20% — through marriage
agencies.[2%]

In 2009, a blessing ceremony for 7,000 couples was attended by the Vice Speaker of the National Assembly
of the Republic of Korea and by the daughter of the late President Park Chung-hee.3%! She said: "I join in a
trans-religious spirit. I like the Unification Church way of interpreting the Bible, incorporating the Quran
and Buddhist scripts".[31] In 2013, four months after the death of Sun Myung Moon, the church held a
Blessing ceremony for 3,500 couples in South Korea, while another 24,000 followers took part in other

countries via video link. This ceremony was presided over by Hak Ja Han.[32]

Reaction

Members of some churches have expressed concerns that people of their churches taking part in Blessing

ceremonies might join the Unification Church.[33] In 1998, journalist Peter Maass reported that some

Unification Church members were dismayed and grumbled when Moon extended the Blessing to

non-members because they had not gone through the same course that members had.[34!

In 2001, the Unification Church came into conflict with the Roman Catholic Church when Catholic
archbishop Emmanuel Milingo and Maria Sung, a 43-year-old Korean acupuncturist, married in a
Unification Church Blessing ceremony, presided over by Rev. and Mrs. Moon. Following his marriage the
Archbishop was called to the Vatican by Pope John Paul II, where he was asked not to see his wife anymore,

and to move to a Capuchin monastery.l3] Sung went on a hunger strike to protest their separation. This
attracted much media attention.[3¢] Milingo is now an advocate of the removal of the requirement for
celibacy by priests in the Catholic Church. He is the founder of Married Priests Now!.[37]

The Blessing ceremony figured in the plot of Don DeLillo's 1991 novel Mao 11.13%] In 2007, the British
television network Channel 4 aired a documentary film by Ulster producer Brian Henry Martin's
Doubleband Films, entitled My Big Fat Moonie Wedding, about some of the participants in the 1982

Blessing ceremony of over 2,000 couples which took place in Madison Square Garden.[3211401[41] T his
2009 autobiography, Tahoe Boy.: A Journey Back Home, Pat Hickey, a state representative in Nevada and
former member of the Unification Church of the United States who took part in the same ceremony, wrote

about his experience of being matched to his future wife by Moon.[421[43] [44]

In 2012, British Producer Firecracker Films produced a television documentary on second generation church
couples who attended a Blessing ceremony in Korea entitled "Married to the Moonies." It was broadcast on

Channel 4 and later on TLC in the United States under the title "Mass Moon Wedding.".[431146]

See also
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4 of 7 7/6/2015 9:52 AM



Blessing ceremony of the Unification Church - Wikipedia, the free enc...

50f7

References

1. Elijah Siegler, 2007, New Religious Movements,
Prentice Hall, ISBN 0131834789, p. 33.

2. The Words of Frank Kaufmannn
(http://www.tparents.org/library/unification/talks
/kaufmann/MATCH.htm)

3. Eugene V. Gallagher, 2004, The New Religious
Movement Experience in America, Greenwood
Press, ISBN 0313328072, page 58.

4. http://tparents.org/Moon-Talks/SunMyungMoon76
/761003.htm

5. Duddy, Neil Interview: Dr. Mose Durst
(http://www.dci.dk/?artikel=388)

6. MARRIAGE BY THE NUMBERS; MOON
PRESIDES AS 6,500 COUPLES WED IN S.
KOREA (http://www.petermaass.com
/core.cfm?p=3&news=2&newspaper=39) Peter
Maass Washington Post October 31, 1988

7. Despite controversy, Moon and his church moving
into mainstream (http://www.chicagotribune.com
/mews/specials/chi-0604sushi-
1-sidebar,0,6972307.htmlstory) Chicago Tribune,
April 11, 2006. 'The church's most spectacular rite
remains mass weddings, which the church calls the
way "fallen men and women can be engrafted into
the true lineage of God."

8. At RFK, Moon Presides Over Mass Wedding
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national
/longterm/cult/unification/wedd97.htm),
Washington Post, November 3, 1997, "Church and
stadium officials estimated that more than 40,000
people, mostly couples, attended the event,
including the Moon-matched couples who took
their marriage vows on the football field and
exchanged gold rings displaying the church symbol.
Those couples, however, must still fulfill whatever
requirements exist where they live to be considered
legally married."

9. 28,000 Couples Gather for Rev. Moon Rites
(http://www.nytimes.com/1997/11/30/us/28000-
couples-gather-for-rev-moon-rites.html), New York
Times, November 30, 1997

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Blessing_ceremony_of th...

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

From the Unification Church to the Unification
Movement, 1994-1999: Five Years of Dramatic
Changes (http://www.cesnur.org/testi
/moon_1199.htm) Massimo Introvigne, Center for
Studies on New Religions "The ceremony in
Washington, D.C., included six "co-officiators"
from other faiths, including controversial minister
Louis Farrakhan from the Nation of Islam. The
Blessing ceremony in Seoul on February 7, 1999
also featured seven co-officiators including
Orthodox Rabbi Virgil Kranz (Chairman of the
American Jewish Assembly), controversial Catholic
Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo and the General
Superintendent of the Church of God in Christ (a
large African American Pentecostal denomination),
Rev. T.L. Barrett."

Children of Moon church's mass-wedding age face
a crossroads (http://www.washingtonpost.com
/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/01
/02/AR2010010200621.html?hpid=moreheadlines&
sid=ST2010010201386), Washington Post, January
3,2009

"Matching and Blessing" (http://bfm.familyfed.org).
FFWPU USA. Retrieved February 25, 2014.
Introduction to the Blessing Ceremony
(http://www.unification.org/intro_blessing.html)
Official website of the United States Unification
Church.

Massimo Introvigne, From the Unification Church
to the Unification Movement, 1994-1999: Five
Years of Dramatic Changes (http://www.cesnur.org
/testi/moon_1199.htm), 1999, Center for Studies on
New Religions

. Mass Moonie Marriage in the US

(http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special report

/1997 unification_church/34821.stm)

Sharpton in Ceremonies Of Unification Church
(http://www.breitbart.com
/article.php?id=CNG.4e¢601264cbdad356a9d67765
9aa5919c.51&show _article=1), New York Times,
September 12, 1997

Moonies join hands across the border
(http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2000/feb
/10/johngittings), The Guardian, 2000-02-10
"Maverick Catholic Archbishop Married by Rev.
Moon" (http://www.cesnur.org
/2001/moon_may05.htm)

Archbishop Faces Excommunication After
Marrying (http://www.beliefnet.com/story
/80/story 8013 3.html) Beliefnet.com
Ex-Uganda leader weds by satellite
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/3531260.stm),
BBC News
http://www.csduppsala.uu.se/devnet/CivilSociety
/Outlookserien/2011,GlobCiv

/GlobClv_Paul James A.pdf

7/6/2015 9:52 AM



Blessing ceremony of the Unification Church - Wikipedia, the free enc...

6 of 7

22. Despite controversy, Moon and his church moving
into mainstream (http://www.chicagotribune.com
/mews/specials/chi-0604sushi-
1-sidebar,0,6972307.htmlstory) Chicago Tribune,
April 11, 2006. 'The church's most spectacular rite
remains mass weddings, which the church calls the
way "fallen men and women can be engrafted into
the true linecage of God.™

23. Van, Jon (October 26, 1986). "Moon's Marriages
Prove To Be Happy"
(http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1986-10-26
/mews/8603200687 1 unification-church-marriage-
standardized-tests). Chicago Tribune.

24. KARRIS GOLDEN For the Courier (2012-04-20).
"Unification Church arranged marriages
surprisingly strong" (http://wcfcourier.com
/ifestyles/faith-and-values/religion/unification-
church-arranged-marriages-surprisingly-strong
/article Ofdfcf26-8a3a-11el-b72c-
001a4bcf887a.html). Wcfcourier.com. Retrieved
2012-05-23.

25. [http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/story
/2012-05-23/does-arranged-marriage-last-longer
/55174520/1 Does love last longer in arranged
marriages? USA Today

26. Does love last longer in arranged marriages? Daniel
Burke, (http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion
/story/2012-05-23/does-arranged-marriage-
last-longer/55174520/1)USA Today

27. Unificationists tout arranged marriage
(http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news
/article/Unificationists-tout-arranged-marriage-
3586426.php)

28. "2/ =01 OtLH Ot 2l =0l FEH 2| 7HH : At2l @ =
A - SO0FEZ" (http://news.donga.com
/3//20090806/8764069/1). News.donga.com.
2009-08-06. Retrieved 2012-05-23.

29. [1] (http://webcache.googleusercontent.com
/search?q=cache:nb2X3W{0p9QlJ:council.dacgu.go.
kr/Mboard
/download.htm1%3Ftable%3Dboard bodo%?26colu
mn%3Duserfile%26uid%3D80599+%22%ED
%86%B5%EC%9ID%BC%EA%B5%90%EDY%9A
%8C%22+site:go.kr&cd=62&hl=en&ct=clnk&
client=firefox)

30. " FAE K " (http:/www.newscj.com
/mews/article View.html?idxno=35036).
Newscj.com. 2011-07-15. Retrieved 2012-05-23.

31. Sang-Hun, Choe (October 15, 2009). "At Time of
Change for Rev. Moon Church, a Return to
Tradition" (http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10
/15/world/asia/15moon.html? r=1). The New York
Times.

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Blessing_ceremony_of th...

32.

33

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Brady, Tara (February 17, 2013). "We're going to
need a bigger cake... 3,500 Moonies marry in first
mass wedding since the death of 'messiah' Sun
Myung Moon" (http://www.dailymail.co.uk
/mews/article-2280013/Mass-wedding-South-Korea-
Astonishing-3-500-couples-200-countries-
tie-knot.html). Daily Mail (London). Retrieved

10 July 2013.

. excerpt (http://www.signaturebooks.com/excerpts

/unification.htm) The Unification Church Studies in
Contemporary Religion, Massimo Introvigne, 2000,
Signature Books, Salt Lake City, Utah, ISBN
1-56085-145-7 "From a different perspective, it is
true that participation of people who are not
members of the Unification Church in certain
Unificationist activities, such as marriage blessings,
may be of concern to established churches. They
perceive the possibility that their own members
may become confused by their participation in such
Unificationist activities and fear that they may in
fact end up converting to Unificationism." -p59-60
Moon at Twilight (http://www.petermaass.com
/core.cfm?p=1&mag=48&magtype=1), Peter
Maass, The New Yorker "The campaign has
dismayed some church members, because a
blessing from Moon used to be a hard-won
privilege, typically attained only after a person had
joined the church, worked in it for several years,
and agreed to marry someone--usually a stranger--
selected by Moon. But grumblings about the
blessing campaign are just the beginning of Moon's
current troubles."

Archbishop rejects Vatican ultimatum
(http://www.cesnur.org/2001/moon_july25.htm)
"The archbishop's wife speaks for herself"
(http://nationalcatholicreporter.org
/word/word0831.htm), National Catholic Reporter
August 31, 2001

Archbishop launches married priests movement
(http://wpherald.com/articles/326/1/Archbishop-
launches-married-priests-movement/quotMarried-
Priests-Nowquot.html)

"Dangerous Don DeLillo"
(http://www.nytimes.com/books/97/03/16/lifetimes
/del-v-dangerous.html), May 19, 1991 New York
Times

My Big Fat Moonie Wedding
(http://www.channel4.com/culture/microsites
/C/can_you_believe _it/debates/moonie.html),
Channel 4, December 5, 2007

My Big Fat Moonie Wedding
(http://www.mirror.co.uk/tv-entertainment
/tv/todays-tv/2007/12/05/my-big-fat-moonie-
wedding-89520-20205913/), The Mirror, December
5,2007

My Big Fat Moonie Wedding
(http://www.thelondonpaper.com/staying-
in/tv/features/my-big-fat-moonie-wedding), The
London Paper, December 5, 2007

7/6/2015 9:52 AM



Blessing ceremony of the Unification Church - Wikipedia, the free enc...

42. Nevadan recounts his life as wandering son
(http://www.lvrj.com/news/nevadan-recounts-
his-life-as-wandering-son-79291817.html), Las
Vegas Review-Journal, December 15, 2009

43. Susan Skorupa, "Memoir recalls writer's life in area
religion", Reno Gazette-Journal, July 26, 2009

44. Hickey back in Assembly after 14-year hiatus
(http://www.lvrj.com/news/hickey-back-in-
assembly-after-14-year-hiatus-113760064.html),
Las Vegas Review-Journal, January 17,2010

External links

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Blessing_ceremony_of th...

45.

46.

Zodiak Rights sells Moonies Gypsy weddings
(http://realscreen.com/2012/06/21/zodiak-rights-
sells-moonies-gypsy-weddings/), Real Screen
2012-7-21

WATCH: An Inside Look At Mass Weddings Of
The Unification "Moonies" Church
(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/07/08/watch-
mass-weddings-unification-moonies-
church n 1654887.html), Huffington Post,
2012-7-8

= Article on the Blessing from an official church website. (http://www.unification.org

/intro_blessing.html)

m "Children of Moon church's mass-wedding age face a crossroads" (http://www.washingtonpost.com
/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/01/02/AR2010010200621.html), by The Washington Post
m Married to the Moonies (http://vimeo.com/43248078) 2011 British documentary.

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org

/w/index.php?title=Blessing ceremony of the Unification Church&oldid=646172263"

Categories: Unification Church ceremonies | Marriage and religion

m This page was last modified on 8 February 2015, at 10:51.

m Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may
apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered
trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

7 of 7

7/6/2015 9:52 AM



