
Unification Church

The Family Federation for World Peace and Uni-
fication, founded as the Holy Spirit Association for
the Unification of World Christianity, and com-
monly called the Unification Church or Unification-
ism,*[1]*[2] is a new religious movement founded in
South Korea in 1954 by Sun Myung Moon. Since
its founding, the church has expanded throughout the
world with most members living in Korea, Japan, the
Philippines, and other nations in East Asia.*[3]*[4] It has
sponsored other organizations and projects over the years;
including businesses, news media, projects in education
and the arts, and political and social activism. The church
was led by Moon until his death on September 3, 2012.
Since then, his widow Hak Ja Han has assumed the lead-
ership of the church.
Unificationist beliefs are derived from the Christian Bible
and are explained in the church's textbook, the Divine
Principle. It teaches that God is the Creator and Heav-
enly Parent, whose dual nature combines both masculin-
ity and femininity and whose center is true love. The
Blessing ceremony of the Unification Church, a wedding
or marriage rededication ceremony, is a church tradi-
tion which has attracted wide public attention. The
church has engaged in interfaith activities with other re-
ligions, including mainstream Christianity and Islam, de-
spite theological differences.
The Unification Church has been the subject of contro-
versy over several issues. Its beliefs, which differ from
traditional Christian interpretations of the Bible, have
been called heretical and antisemitic by some critics. It
has also been criticized for its involvement in politics,
especially in support of the government of South Ko-
rea for which it was investigated by a committee of the
United States Congress in 1977. The church has also
been accused of brainwashing its members, which led
to some being subject to deprogramming. Other con-
troversial events include Moon's 1982 conviction in the
United States of filing false federal income tax returns
and conspiracy and the 2002 wedding of Roman Catholic
archbishop Emmanuel Milingo to a Unification Church
member in a ceremony presided over by Moon.

1 Terminology

Main article: Moonie (nickname)
For other uses of“Moonie”, see Moonie (disambigua-
tion)

Moonie is a colloquial term sometimes used to refer to
members of the Unification Church. This is derived from
the name of the church's founder Sun Myung Moon,*[5]
and was first used in 1974 by the American media.*[6]
Church members have used the word “Moonie”, in-
cluding Moon himself,*[7] President of the Unification
Theological Seminary David Kim,*[8] and Moon's aide
and president of The Little Angels Children's Folk Bal-
let of Korea Bo Hi Pak.*[9] In the 1980s and 1990s the
Unification Church of the United States undertook an ex-
tensive public relations campaign against the use of the
word by the news media.*[10] Journalistic authorities, in-
cluding the New York Times and Reuters, now discourage
its use in news reporting.*[11]

2 History

Main article: Timeline of the Unification Church

2.1 Origins in Korea

Unification Church members believe that Jesus Christ ap-
peared to Mun Yong-myong (his birth name) when Rev.
Moon was 16 years old on Easter morning of 1935 (April
17) and asked him to accomplish the work left unfinished
because of his crucifixion. After a period of prayer and
consideration, Moon accepted the mission, later changing
his name to Mun Son-myong (Sun Myung Moon).*[12]
The church's official teachings, the Divine Principle, was
first published asWolli Wonbon (Original Text of the Di-
vine Principle) in 1945. However, the earliest manuscript
was lost in North Korea during the Korean War. A sec-
ond, expanded version,Wolli Hesol, or Explanation of the
Divine Principle, was published in 1957. Finally, its most
propagated text, the Exposition of the Divine Principlewas
published in 1966.
Sun Myung Moon preached in northern Korea after the
end of World War II and in 1946 was imprisoned by
the communist regime in North Korea. He was released
from prison by the advance of American and United Na-
tions forces during the Korean War, and moved south
along with many other North Koreans. He built his first
church from mud and cardboard boxes as a refugee in
Pusan.*[13]
Moon formally founded the Unification Church in Busan
on May 1, 1954, calling it “The Holy Spirit(ual) As-
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2 2 HISTORY

sociation for the Unification of World Christianity.”The
church expanded rapidly in South Korea and by the end of
1955 had 30 church centers throughout the nation.*[13]
In its early days, the church was known as“the wailing
church”or “the church of tears”because of the pas-
sionate sermons given by the Rev. Sun Myung Moon and
his followers learning the way of service and sacrifice for
God and humanity.*[14]

2.2 International expansion and contro-
versy

In 1958, Moon sent missionaries to Japan, and in 1959, to
America. Moon moved to the United States in 1971 (al-
though he remained a citizen of the Republic of Korea).
Missionary work took place in Washington, D.C., New
York, and California. UC missionaries found success in
the San Francisco Bay Area, where the church expanded
in Oakland, Berkeley, and San Francisco. By 1971, the
Unification Church of the United States had about 500
members. By 1973, it had some presence in all 50 states
and a few thousand members.*[13] In the 1970s Amer-
ican Unification Church members were noted for their
enthusiasm and dedication, which often included raising
money for church projects on so-called“mobile fundrais-
ing teams.”*[15]*[16]
The church also sent missionaries to Europe. The church
entered Czechoslovakia in 1968 and remained under-
ground until the 1990s.*[17] Unification Church activ-
ity in South America began in the 1970s with missionary
work. Later, the church made large investments in civic
organizations and business projects, including an interna-
tional newspaper.*[18]
In the 1970s, Moon gave a series of public speeches in
the United States, including one in Madison Square Gar-
den in New York City in 1974 and two in 1976: in
Yankee Stadium in NewYork City, and on the grounds of
the Washington Monument in Washington, D.C., where
Moon spoke on“God's Hope for America”to 300,000
people. In 1975, the Unification Church held one of the
largest peaceful gatherings in history, with 1.2 million
people in Yoido, South Korea.*[19]
In the 1970s the Unification Church was accused of
"brainwashing" by the newly-active anti-cult movement,
which included Steven Hassan and some other former
church members.*[20] Some sociologists of religion tend
to argue that these accusations were based on theories
that for the most part have not gained acceptance among
scholars.*[21] Other scholars, including some psycholo-
gists and psychiatrists, argue that brainwashing theories
are widely endorsed within the academy at large.*[22]
Eileen Barker, a sociologist of religion and the founder
of INFORM (Information Network Focus on Religious
Movements), argues that the Unification Church and
other new religious movements of that time“demonstra-
bly did not have access to the irresistible or irreversible

techniques they were reputedly wielding”.*[23]*[24]
Members of the Unification Church reported that they
were forcibly "deprogrammed" by those who wanted to
pull them out of it.*[25]“Hostage to Heaven”by Bar-
bara and Betty Underwood is a first-person account of a
former church member, and the reflections of her mother
who fought to rescue her.*[26] In 1977, the Unification
Church won a lawsuit in the United States against depro-
grammers,*[27] as did some other groups about the same
time.*[28]
Starting in 1972, the Unification Church sponsored the
International Conference on the Unity of the Sciences, a
series of scientific conferences.*[29]*[30] The first con-
ference had 20 participants, while the largest confer-
ence in Seoul in 1982, had 808 participants from over
100 countries.*[31]*[32] Participants included Nobel
laureates John Eccles (Physiology or Medicine 1963,
who chaired the 1976 conference),*[33] Eugene Wigner
(Physics 1963).*[34]
In 1974 Moon founded the Unification Theological Sem-
inary, in Barrytown, New York, partly in order to im-
prove relations of the Unification Church with other
churches. Professors from other denominations, includ-
ing a Methodist minister, a Presbyterian, and a Roman
Catholic priest, as well as a rabbi, were hired to teach
Unificationist students.*[35]*[36]*[37]*[38]*[39]
In the 1970s and 1980s The Unification Church became
noted for its political activities, especially its support
for United States president Richard Nixon during the
Watergate scandal,*[40] its support for anti-communism
during the ColdWar,*[41]*[42] and its ownership of var-
ious news media outlets through News World Communi-
cations, an international news media conglomerate which
publishes The Washington Times newspaper in Washing-
ton, D.C., and newspapers in South Korea, Japan, and
South America, which tend to support conservatism.*[43]
The political activities of the Unification Church were op-
posed by some leftists. In 1976members of the Youth In-
ternational Party staged a marijuana“smoke-in”in the
middle of a UC sponsored rally in Washington D.C.*[44]
In 1977 the Subcommittee on International Organiza-
tions of the Committee on International Relations, of
the United States House of Representatives, while in-
vestigating the Koreagate scandal found that the South
Korean intelligence agency(KCIA) had worked with the
Unification Church to gain political influence within the
United States, with some members working as volunteers
in Congressional offices. Together they founded the Ko-
rean Cultural Freedom Foundation, a nonprofit organiza-
tion which undertook public diplomacy for the Republic
of Korea.*[45] The committee also investigated possible
KCIA influence on the Unification Church's campaign in
support of Nixon.*[46]
In 1977 representatives from the American Jewish Com-
mittee, the National Council of Churches of Christ in
the U.S.A., and the Roman Catholic Church of New
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2.3 1990s 3

York City held a press conference to say that the Divine
Principle contains antisemitic references and heresy.*[47]
In the 1980s church leaders Mose Durst, Peter Ross,
and Andrew Wilson expressed regret over some mem-
bers' misunderstanding of Judaism and urged better re-
lations with the Jewish community.*[48]*[49]*[50] (see
also: Unification Church and Judaism)
In 1980 Moon asked church members to found CAUSA
International, an anti-communist educational organiza-
tion based in New York.*[51]*[52] In August 1985, six
years before the fall of Soviet Union, the Professors
World Peace Academy, an organization founded by
Moon, sponsored a conference in Geneva to debate the
theme “The situation in the world after the fall of the
communist empire.”The conference was chaired by pro-
fessors Morton Kaplan and Aleksandras Štromas.*[53]
In the 1980s Moon instructed church members to take
part in a program called “Home Church”in which
they reached out to neighbors and community members
through public service.*[54] In 1982 the first large scale
Blessing ceremony held outside of Korea took place in
Madison Square Garden in New York City with 2075
couples. In 1988, Moon matched 2,500 Korean members
with Japanese members for a Blessing ceremony held in
Korea, partly in order to promote unity between the two
nations.*[55]*[56]
In 1982, Moon was convicted in the United States of fil-
ing false federal income tax returns and conspiracy. (see:
United States v. Sun Myung Moon) His conviction was
upheld on appeal in a split decision. Moon was given
an 18-month sentence and a $15,000 fine. He served 13
months of the sentence at the Federal Correctional Insti-
tution, Danbury before being released on good behavior
to a halfway house.*[57] The case was the center of na-
tional freedom of religion and free speech debates.*[58]
Prof. Laurence H. Tribe of the Harvard University Law
School argued that the trial by jury had“doomed (Moon)
to conviction based on religious prejudice.”*[59] The
American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A, the National
Council of Churches, the National Black Catholic Clergy
Caucus, and the Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence filed briefs in support of Moon.*[60] Clergy includ-
ing Jerry Falwell and Joseph Lowery, signed petitions
protesting the government's case and spoke out in defense
of Moon.*[61]*[62]
In 1984 Barker published The Making of a Moonie:
Choice or Brainwashing?, based on her seven-year study
of Unification Church members in the United Kingdom
and the United States.*[63] She rejected the then popular
“brainwashing”theory as an explanation for conversion
to the Unification Church.*[64] The book was given the
Distinguished Book Award for 1985 by the Society for
the Scientific Study of Religion.*[65] In 1987, scholars
with American Psychological Association rejected the
hypotheses of those who accused the Unification Church
of brainwashing and coercive persuasion, stating that their

“conclusions...cannot be said to be scientific in any mean-
ingful sense”.*[66]

2.3 1990s

Since 1990, U.S. courts have consistently rejected tes-
timonies about brainwashing (mind control) and manip-
ulation, stating that such theories were not part of ac-
cepted mainline science according to the Frye Standard
of 1923.*[67]
Starting in the 1990s, the Unification Church expanded
in Russia and other formerly communist nations. Han
made a radio broadcast to the nation from the Kremlin
Palace of Congresses.*[68] As of 1994, the church had
about 5,000 members in Russia.*[69] About 500 Russian
students had been sent to USA to participate in 40-day
workshops.*[70]
In 1991 Moon announced that church members should
return to their hometowns and undertake apostolic work
there. Massimo Introvigne, who studied the Unification
Church and other new religious movements, said that this
confirmed that full-time membership is no longer consid-
ered crucial to church members.*[13] On May 1, 1994
(the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Unifica-
tion Church), Moon declared that the era of the Unifica-
tion Church had ended and inaugurated a new organiza-
tion: the Family Federation for World Peace and Unifica-
tion (FFWPU) would include Unification Church mem-
bers and members of other religious organizations work-
ing toward common goals, especially on issues of sex-
ual morality and reconciliation between people of dif-
ferent religions, nations, and races. The FFWPU co-
sponsored Blessing ceremonies in which thousands of
non–Unification Church married couples were given the
marriage blessing previously given only to Unification
Church members.*[71]*[72]
In 1998 Irving Louis Horowitz, sociologist, questioned
the relationship between the Unification Church and
scholars whom it paid to conduct research on its be-
half.*[73]

2.4 21st century

In 2001, the Unification Church came into conflict with
the Roman Catholic Church when Catholic archbishop
Emmanuel Milingo and Maria Sung, a 43-year-old Ko-
rean acupuncturist, married in a Unification Church
Blessing ceremony, presided over by Rev. and Mrs.
Moon. Following his marriage the Archbishop was called
to the Vatican by Pope John Paul II, where he was
asked not to see his wife anymore, and to move to a
Capuchin monastery.*[74] Sung went on a hunger strike
to protest their separation. This attracted much media at-
tention.*[75] Milingo is now an advocate of the removal
of the requirement for celibacy by priests in the Catholic
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Church. He is the founder of Married Priests Now!.*[76]
Since 2003, the church sponsored Middle East Peace
Initiative has been organizing group tours of Israel
and Palestine to promote understanding, respect,
and reconciliation among Jews, Muslims, and Chris-
tians.*[77]*[78]
In 2003, Korean Unification Church members started a
political party in South Korea. It was named“The Party
for God, Peace, Unification, and Home.”In an inaugu-
ration declaration, the new party said it would focus on
preparing for Korean reunification by educating the pub-
lic about God and peace. A church official said that sim-
ilar political parties would be started in Japan and the
United States.*[79]
Moon was a member of the Honorary Committee of
the Unification Ministry of the Republic of Korea.*[80]
Church member Jae-jung Lee had been once a Unifica-
tionMinister of the Republic of Korea.*[81] Another, Ek
Nath Dhakal, is a member of the Nepalese Constituent
Assembly,*[82] and a first Minister for Co-operatives
and Poverty Alleviation Ministry of the Government of
Nepal.*[83]
In April 2008, Moon, then 88 years old, appointed his
youngest son, Hyung Jin Moon, to be the leader of
the church and movement, saying, “I hope everyone
helps him so that he may fulfil his duty as the succes-
sor of the True Parents.”*[84] At the same time he
appointed his daughter In Jin Moon as the president
of the Unification Church of the United States.*[85] In
2011 in Pyongyang, to mark the 20th anniversary of Sun
Myung Moon's visit to the DPRK, de jure President Kim
Yong-nam hosted Hyung Jin Moon in the official resi-
dence.*[86]*[87] The latter donated 600 tons of flour to
North Korean children of Jeongju Province, the birth-
place of Sun Myung Moon.*[88]*[89] Also, after the
2011 earthquake in Japan, he donated $1.7 million to the
Japanese Red Cross.*[90]*[91]
In 2009, Moon's autobiography, As a Peace-Loving
Global Citizen (Korean: 평화를사랑하는세계인으
로),*[92] was published by Gimm-Young Publishers in
South Korea. The book became a bestseller in Korea and
Japan.*[93]*[94]*[95]*[96]
In 2010, Forbes reported that Moon and Han were living
in South Korea while their children took more respon-
sibility for the day-to-day leadership of the Unification
Church and its affiliated organizations.*[97]
On August 15, 2012, Moon was reported to be gravely ill
and was put on a respirator at the intensive care unit of St.
Mary’s Hospital at The Catholic University of Korea in
Seoul.*[98] He died there on September 3, 2012.*[99]

2.4.1 Events after Moon's death

In 2012 Moon was posthumously awarded North Korea's
National Reunification Prize.*[100] On the first anniver-

sary of Moon's death, North Korean president Kim Jong-
un expressed condolences to Han and the family say-
ing:“Kim Jong-un prayed for the repose of Moon, who
worked hard for national concord, prosperity and reunifi-
cation and world peace.”*[101]
Following Moon's death his widow Hak Ja Han has been
considered the spiritual leader of the church. Most
church activities have continued, although some unprof-
itable business projects have been reduced or discon-
tinued.*[102] The Family Federation for World Peace
and Unification has continuously held its Marriage Bless-
ing tradition each year, their latest one on February 12,
2014.*[103] Sociologist Eileen Barker has reported that
Unificationists have undergone a transformation in their
world view from millennialism to utopianism.*[104] Re-
cent church activities have included building projects
and a revival tour.*[105] In 2014 Sarah M. Lewis wrote
that the Unification Church’s greatest present influence
comes from church affiliated groups such as the Universal
Peace Federation, which include non-church members
working for common interests and goals.*[106]
In 2012, December 19, the candidate Park Geun-hye,
with the support of the Unification Church, became the
first female President of South Korea.*[107]

3 Beliefs

See also: Unification Church view of Jesus

3.1 Divine Principle

The Divine Principle or Exposition of the Divine Princi-
ple (Korean 원리강론/原理講論, translit. wonli gan-
glon) is the main theological textbook of the Unification
Church. It was co-written by church founder Sun Myung
Moon and early disciple Hyo Won Eu and first published
in 1966. A translation entitled Divine Principle was pub-
lished in English in 1973. The book lays out the core
of Unification theology, and is held to have the status of
scripture by believers. Following the format of system-
atic theology, it includes (1) God's purpose in creating
human beings, (2) the fall of man, and (3) restoration
– the process through history by which God is working
to remove the ill effects of the fall and restore humanity
back to the relationship and position that God originally
intended.*[108]
God is viewed as the creator,*[109] whose nature com-
bines both masculinity and femininity,*[109] and is the
source of all truth, beauty, and goodness. Human be-
ings and the universe reflect God's personality, nature,
and purpose.*[109]“Give-and-take action”(reciprocal
interaction) and“subject and object position”(initiator
and responder) are“key interpretive concepts”,*[110]
and the self is designed to be God's object.*[110] The
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Exposition of the Divine Principle

purpose of human existence is to return joy toGod.*[111]
The“four-position foundation”is“another important
and interpretive concept”,*[111] and explains in part the
emphasis on the family.*[111]
Eugene V. Gallagher commented: “The Divine Princi-
ple's analysis of the Fall sets the stage for the mission of
Rev. Moon, who in the last days brings a revelation that
offers humankind the chance to return to an Edenic state.
The account in the Divine Principle offers Unificationists
a comprehensive context for understanding human suf-
fering.”*[112]

3.2 Relations and conflicts with other reli-
gions

See also: Unification Church and Judaism, Unification
Church and mainstream Christianity and Unification
Church and Islam

The Divine Principle includes new interpretations of the
Bible not found in Jewish and Christian tradition.*[113]
From its beginning, the Unification Church claimed
to be Christian and promoted its teachings to main-
stream Christian churches and organizations . The Uni-
fication Church in Korea was labeled as heretical by
Protestant churches in South Korea, including Moon’s

own Presbyterian Church. In the United States the church
was rejected by ecumenical organizations as being non-
Christian. The main objections were theological, espe-
cially because of the Unification Church’s addition of
material to the Bible.*[114]
Protestant Christian commentators have also criticized
Unification Church teachings as contrary to the Protestant
doctrine of salvation by faith alone.*[115]*[116] In their
influential book The Kingdom of the Cults (first published
in 1965), Walter Ralston Martin and Ravi K. Zacharias
disagreed with the Divine Principle on the issues of the
divinity of Christ, the virgin birth of Jesus, the Unification
Church's belief that Jesus should have married, the neces-
sity of the crucifixion of Jesus, and a literal resurrection
of Jesus as well as a literal second coming of Jesus.*[117]
Jewish commentators, including Rabbi A. James Rudin
of theAmerican Jewish Committee in a 1976 report, have
stated that Divine Principle contains pejorative language,
stereotyped imagery, and accusations of collective sin and
guilt.*[118] Moon himself has made some controversial
statements about the Holocaust, including that its Jewish
victims were paying indemnity for the crucifixion of Je-
sus.*[119]*[120]*[121]
In 1977 the Unification Church issued a rebuttal to
Rudin's report, stating that it was neither comprehensive
nor reconciliatory, but rather had a hateful tone and was
filled with denunciations. It denied that theDivine Princi-
ple teaches antisemitism and gave detailed responses to 17
specific allegations contained in the AJC's report, stating
that allegations were distortions of teaching and obscura-
tion of real passage content or that the passages were ac-
curate summaries of Jewish scripture or New Testament
passages.*[122]
In 1984Mose Durst, then the president of the Unification
Church of the United States and himself a convert from
Judaism,*[123] said that the Jewish community had been
hateful in its response to the growth of the Unification
Church, and placed blame both on the community's inse-
curity and on Unification Church members' youthful zeal
and ignorance. Rudin, then the national interreligious af-
fairs director of the American Jewish Committee, said
that Durst's remarks were inaccurate and unfair and that
“hateful is a harsh word to use.”*[50] In the same year
Durst wrote in his autobiography: “Our relations with
the Jewish community have been the most painful to me
personally. I say this with a heavy heart, since I was raised
in the Jewish faith and am proud of my heritage.”*[124]
The relationship between the Unification Church and
Islam has often been noted, both by scholars and the
news media. The Divine Principle lists the Islamic cul-
tural sphere as one of the world’s four major divisions
(the others being the East Asian, the Hindu culture, and
the Christian spheres).*[125] In 1997, Louis Farrakhan,
the leader of The Nation of Islam, an African American
Islamic organization, served as a co-officiator at a blessing
ceremony presided over by Moon and Han.*[126] In
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2000 the Church and the Nation of Islam co-sponsored
the Million Family March, a rally in Washington, D.C.,
to celebrate family unity and racial and religious har-
mony.*[127]*[128]
In 2009 the Unification Church held an interfaith event
in the Peruvian Congress.*[129] Former President of the
Congress of Peru Marcial Ayaipoma*[130] and other no-
table politicians are called the“Ambassadors for Peace”
of the Unification Church.*[131]*[132]*[133]*[134]
In 2010, the church built a large interfaith temple in
Seoul.*[135] Author Deepak Chopra was the keynote
speaker at an interfaith event of the Unification Church
co-hosted with the United Nations at the United Nations
Headquarters.*[136]
In 2011, an interfaith event was held in the National As-
sembly of Thailand, the President of the National Assem-
bly of Thailand attended the event.*[137]
In 2012, the Unification Church-affiliated Universal
Peace Federation held an interfaith dialogue in Italy,
which was cosponsored by United Nations.*[138] That
year, Unification Church affiliated Universal Peace Fed-
eration held an interfaith program for representatives of
12 various religions and confessions in the United Nations
General Assembly Hall. President of the United Nations
General Assembly,*[139] Deputy Secretary-General of
the United Nations,*[140]*[141] Permanent Observer of
the Holy See to the United Nations*[142] and other UN
officials gave speeches there.*[143]

3.3 Esotericism

The Unification Church has been called esoteric, that is
making at least some of its beliefs secret from nonmem-
bers.*[144]*[145]*[146] In 1979 Tingle and Fordyce
commented:“How different the openness of Christianity
is to the attitude of ReverendMoon and his followers who
are often reluctant to reveal to the public many of their
basic doctrines.”*[147] Since the 1990s many Unifica-
tion Church texts that were formerly regarded as esoteric
have been posted on the church's official websites.*[148]

3.4 Spiritualism

The Divine Principle upholds a belief in spiritualism, that
is communication with the spirits of deceased persons.
Moon and early church members associated with spiritu-
alists, including the famous Arthur Ford.*[114]*[149]

3.5 Resurrection

Unification Church ascribes to the belief in coming back
to life after death. There are two concepts of resurrection
detailed in the Divine Principle. The first is the resurrec-
tion of people on earth, who pass from death to life, and

the second is the returning resurrection which will occur
in the Last Days. The Divine Principle reveals the true
meaning of these two.*[150]
The first resurrection means to pass death to life by living
in accordance with God's Will, within the dominion of
God's infinite love. The person who was originally sep-
arated from God (dead) comes alive by receiving “life
elements”from God, which are God's word and God's
love. Chapter 5 of Divine Principle interprets the Bib-
lical account of Luke 9:60, according to the Unification
Church.
TheDivine Principle posits that departed souls can expiate
their sins and achieve spiritual growth by“returning”to
earth and cooperating with living people, leading them to
fulfill their mission on earth and live in accordance to their
conscience.*[150] The text cites a scripture justifying the
concept:“Apart from us they may not be made perfect”
.*[151]
Unification Church theologian Young Oon Kim ex-
plained that returning resurrection is not the same as
reincarnation. She emphasized that failure to make the
distinction has led many dead people to try to“reincar-
nate”, but wound up only possessing other people - to
their mutual detriment.*[152]

3.6 Indemnity

Indemnity, in the context of Unification Church
beliefs, is a part of the process by which hu-
man beings and the world are restored to God's
ideal.*[153]*[154]*[155]*[156] The concept of indem-
nity is explained at the start of the second half of the
Divine Principle,“Introduction to Restoration":

What, then, is the meaning of restoration
through indemnity? When someone has lost
his original position or state, he must make
some condition to be restored to it. The mak-
ing of such conditions of restitution is called
indemnity. .... God's work to restore people to
their true, unfallen state by having them fulfill
indemnity conditions is called the providence
of restoration through indemnity.*[157]

The Divine Principle goes on to explain three types of in-
demnity conditions. Equal conditions of indemnity pay
back the full value of what was lost. The biblical verse
“life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth”(Exod.21:23-
24) is quoted as an example of an equal indemnity con-
dition. Lesser conditions of indemnity provide a ben-
efit greater than the price that is paid. Faith, baptism,
and holy communion are mentioned as examples of lesser
indemnity conditions. Greater conditions of indemnity
come about when a person fails in a lesser condition. In
that case a greater price must be paid to make up for
the earlier failure. Abraham's attempted sacrifice of his
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son Isaac (Gen. 22:1-18) and the Israelites' 40 years of
wandering in the wilderness under Moses (Num.14:34)
are mentioned as examples of greater indemnity condi-
tions.*[157] The Divine Principle then explains that an
indemnity condition must reverse the course by which
the mistake or loss came about. Indemnity, at its core,
is required of humans because God is pure, and purity
cannot relate directly with impurity. Indemnification is
the vehicle that allows a “just and righteous”God to
work through mankind. Jesus' statement that God had
forsaken him (Matt.27:46) and Christianity's history of
martyrdom are mentioned as examples of this.*[157] The
Divine Principle then states that human beings, not God or
the angels, are the ones responsible for making indemnity
conditions.*[35]*[157]*[158]
In 2005 scholars Daske and Ashcraft explained the Uni-
ficationist concept of indemnity:

To restart the process toward perfection, God
has sentmessiahs to earth who could restore the
true state of humanity's relationship with God.
Before that can happen, however, humans must
perform good deeds that cancel the bad ef-
fects of sin. Unificationists call this 'indem-
nity'. Showing love and devotion to one's fel-
low humans, especially within families, helps
pay this indemnity.*[159]

Other Christian commentators have criticized the con-
cept of indemnity as being contrary to the Christian doc-
trine of salvation by faith. Radio and television evange-
list Bob Larson said, “Moon's doctrine of sinless per-
fection by 'indemnity', which can apply even to deceased
ancestors, is a denial of the salvation by grace offering
through Jesus Christ.”Christian historian Ruth Tucker
said: “In simple language indemnity is salvation by
works.”*[35]*[158] Donald Tingle and Richard Fordyce,
ministers with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
who debated two Unification Church theologians in 1977,
wrote:“In short, indemnity is anything you want to make
it, since you establish the conditions. The zeal and en-
thusiasm of the Unification Church members is not so
much based on love for God as it is compulsion to indem-
nify one's own sins.”*[160] The Unification Church has
also been criticized for saying that the First World War,
the Second World War, the Holocaust, and the Cold War
served as indemnity conditions to prepare the world for
the establishment of the Kingdom of God.*[161]

3.7 The True Family

In Unification Church terminology, the True Fam-
ily is the family of church founder and leader Sun
Myung Moon and his wife Hak Ja Han.*[162] Church
members regard Moon as the Second Coming of
Christ,*[163]*[164]*[165] and he and his wife as

Sun Myung Moon and Hak Ja Han

the “True Parents”of humankind, who have real-
ized the ideal of true love as the incarnation of God's
Word.*[166]*[167] The members of the Unification
Movement generally address or refer to Rev. and Mrs.
Moon as “Father”and“Mother”or “True Father”
and“True Mother.”*[168] Their children are known as
the“True Children.”*[169]
SunMyung andHak JaHan are regarded to have achieved
the status of True Parents on January 1, 1968, at the end
of their “7-year course”of marriage together, repre-
senting the perfection of God's masculine and feminine
aspects. Unification theology teaches that Jesus achieved
this perfection only on the individual level, and that had
he not died on the cross he would have married. It further
teaches that, having married, he and his wife would have
become “True Parents”, created a “True Family”,
and would have saved humanity and perfected the world.
Unfortunately Jesus was unable to complete his mission
of perfecting the world and went the way of the cross, but
his death was not a complete defeat because Jesus died for
our sins giving us spiritual salvation.*[170]*[171]*[172]
The primary mission of True Parents is to engraft all peo-
ple on earth and in the spirit world to the original sinless
lineage of God, removing them from the satanic lineage
established at the fall of humanity (the original sin in the
Garden of Eden).*[173]*[174]
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3.8 Sex and marriage

Main article: Blessing ceremony of the Unification
Church

The Unification Church is well known for its wedding
or marriage rededication ceremony. It is given to mar-
ried (or engaged) couples. Through it, members of the
Unification Church believe, the couple is removed from
the lineage of sinful humanity and engrafted into God's
sinless lineage. The Blessing ceremony was first held in
1961 for 36 couples in Seoul, South Korea by the Moons
shortly after their own marriage in 1960. All the couples
were members of the church. Rev. Moon matched all of
the couples except 12 who were already married to each
other before joining the church.*[175]
Later Blessing ceremonies were larger in scale but fol-
lowed the same pattern. All participants were Unification
Church members and Rev. Moon matched most of the
couples. In 1982 the first large scale Blessing (of 2,000
couples) outside of Korea took place in Madison Square
Garden, New York City.*[176] In 1988, Moon matched
2,500 Korean members with Japanese members for a
Blessing ceremony held in Korea, partly in order to pro-
mote unity between the two nations.*[177] In 1992 Sun
Myung Moon gave the wedding blessing for 30,000 cou-
ples at the Seoul Olympic Stadium*[178] and for 13,000
at the Yankee Stadium.*[179] In 2013, four months after
the death of Sun Myung Moon, the church held a Bless-
ing ceremony for 3,500 couples in South Korea, while
another 24,000 followers took part in other countries via
video link. This ceremony was presided over by Hak Ja
Han.*[180]

Moon presides over a mass blessing ceremony in 2010

Several church-related groups are working to promote
sexual abstinence until marriage and fidelity in marriage
and to prevent child exploitation; they care for victims of
Thailand's massive sex trade as well.*[181]*[182]*[183]
In 1996, Unification Church gathered 3,500 signatures
during its anti-pornography campaign. A church official
said,“pornography makes love seem temporal, pure love
goes beyond the sexual relationship.”*[184]

3.9 Ceremonies

The “Family Pledge”of the Unification Church is an
eight-part promise of church members to focus on God
and His kingdom. Eight verses of the Family Pledge in-
clude the phrase“by centering on true love.”For the first
40 years of the church's existence, members recited the
pledge on Sunday mornings at 5:00 a.m. Now they recite
it every 8 days, on Ahn Shi Il: Day of Settlement and At-
tendance, which is the Unification Church's equivalent of
a Sabbath. The first part says, “Our family, the owner
of Cheon Il Guk, pledges to seek our original homeland
and build the Kingdom of God on earth and in heaven,
the original ideal of creation, by centering on true love.”
*[185]*[186]

3.10 The Unification Symbol

Cheon Il Guk Flag

According to the current head of the Family Federation
for World Peace and Unification (FFWPU), the Tongil (
“Unity”or “Unification”in Korean) mark represents
the flag of“Cheon Il Guk”�otherwise understood as the
Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. It is created with signifi-
cant meaning and numbers: Its gold color symbolizes an
ideal world of peace; the circle in the center represents
God and his True Love, True Life and True Lineage; the
twelve lines represent 12 months of the year and twelve
types of human personalities; the square represents four
directions, North, South East & West, and the four po-
sition foundation centered on God; and the circle around
represents give and receive action between the visible and
invisible worlds.*[187]
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4 Related organizations

See also: List of Unification Church affiliated organiza-
tions

The Collegiate Association for the Research of Principles
(CARP) is a collegiate organization founded by Moon
and church members in 1955, which“promotes intercul-
tural, interracial, and international cooperation through
the Unification world view.”*[188]*[189] J. Isamu Ya-
mamoto states in Unification Church: “At times CARP
has been very subtle about its association with the Uni-
fication Church, however, the link between the two has
always been strong, since the purpose of both is to spread
Moon's teachings.”*[190]
The Little Angels Children’s Folk Ballet of Korea is a
dance troupe founded in 1962 by Moon and other church
members to project a positive image of South Korea to
the world.*[191]*[192] In 1973 they performed at the
United Nations Headquarters in New York City.*[193]
The group’s dances are based on Korean legends and
regional dances, and its costumes on traditional Korean
styles.*[194]
Tongil Group is a South Korean business group (chaebol
“Tongil”is Korean for“unification,”the name of the Uni-
fication Church in Korean is“Tongilgyo.”), founded in
1963 by Moon as a nonprofit organization which would
provide revenue for the church. Its core focus was
manufacturing but in the 1970s and 1980s it expanded
by founding or acquiring businesses in pharmaceuticals,
tourism, and publishing.*[195] Among Tongil Group’s
chief holdings are: The Ilwha Company, which produces
ginseng and related products; Ilshin Stone, building mate-
rials; and Tongil Heavy Industries, machine parts includ-
ing hardware for the South Korean military.*[97]
The Unification Theological Seminary (UTS), founded
in 1975, is the main seminary of the international
Unification Church. It is located in Barrytown, New
York and with an Extension Center in midtown Man-
hattan. Its purpose has been described as train-
ing leaders and theologians within the Unification
Church.*[196] The seminary's professors come from
a wide range of faiths, including a Rabbi, a Sheikh,
a Methodist minister, a Presbyterian, and a Roman
Catholic priest.*[197]*[198]*[199]
News World Communications, is an international
news media corporation*[200] founded by Moon in
1976. It owns United Press International, The World
and I, Tiempos del Mundo (Latin America), The
Segye Ilbo (South Korea), The Sekai Nippo (Japan),
the Zambezi Times (South Africa), The Middle East
Times (Egypt).*[201]*[202] Until 2008 it published the
Washington D.C. based newsmagazine Insight on the
News.*[200] Until 2010, it owned theWashington Times.
On November 2, 2010, Sun Myung Moon and a group
of former Times editors purchased the Times from News

World.*[203]
The International Coalition for Religious Freedom is
an activist organization based in Virginia, the United
States. Founded by the Unification Church in the 1980s,
it has been active in protesting what it considers to
be threats to religious freedom by governmental agen-
cies.*[204]*[205]*[206]
The Universal Ballet, founded South Korea in 1984, is
one of only four professional ballet companies in South
Korea. The company performs a repertory that includes
many full length classical story ballets, together with
shorter contemporary works and original full-length Ko-
rean ballets created especially for the company. It is
supported by church members with Moon's daughter-
in-law Julia H. Moon, who was the company's prima
ballerina until 2001, now serving as General Direc-
tor.*[207]*[208]*[209]*[210]
TheWomen's Federation for World Peace (WFWP) is an
organization whose stated purpose is to encourage women
to work more actively in promoting peace in their com-
munities and greater society.*[211] It was founded in
1992 by Hak Ja Han and is supported by the church. It
has members in 143 countries.*[211]*[212]*[213]
Pyeonghwa Motors, founded in 2000, has invested more
than $300 million in the automobile industry of the North
Korea.*[214] Starting in 1992 the church established
business ties with communist North Korea and owned
an automobile manufacturer (Pyeonghwa Motors), a ho-
tel, and other properties there. In 1998, the Unification
Movement launched its operations in North Korea with
the approval of the Government of South Korea, which
had prohibited business relationships between North and
South before.*[215]*[216]
As of December 1994, the church had invested $150 mil-
lion in Uruguay. Members own the country's largest ho-
tel, one of its leading banks, the second-largest newspaper
and two of the largest printing plants.*[217]
TheMiddle East Peace Initiative sponsors projects to pro-
mote peace and understanding including visits by interna-
tional Christians to Israel and Palestine and dialogues be-
tween members of the Israeli Knesset and the Palestinian
Parliament.*[218]
The Sunmoon Peace Football Foundation founded by the
church in 2003 sponsors the Peace Cup, an invitational
pre-season friendly football tournament for club teams,
currently held every two years.*[219] It is contested by
the eight clubs from several continents, though 12 teams
participated in 2009. The first three competitions were
held in South Korea, and the 2009 Peace Cup Andalucia
was held in Madrid and Andalusia, Spain.*[220]*[221]
In 1989, Moon had founded Seongnam Ilhwa Chunma
Korean football team.*[222]
The Sun Hwa International Academy-Philippines (SHIA)
an academy founded on March 25, 2002 by the lead-
ers, active parent members and friends of the Unifica-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Unification_Church_affiliated_organizations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Unification_Church_affiliated_organizations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Unification_Church_affiliated_organizations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Angels_Children%E2%80%99s_Folk_Ballet_of_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dance_troupe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Headquarters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tongil_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaebol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonprofit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ginseng
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unification_Theological_Seminary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seminary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barrytown,_NY,_USA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midtown_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midtown_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheikh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_priest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_priest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/News_World_Communications
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/News_media
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Press_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insight_on_the_News
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insight_on_the_News
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dan_Fefferman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_freedom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Ballet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoon_Sook_Pak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prima_ballerina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prima_ballerina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%2527s_Federation_for_World_Peace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hak_Ja_Han
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyeonghwa_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyeonghwa_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruguay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East_Peace_Initiative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knesset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Peace_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madrid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andalusia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seongnam_Ilhwa_Chunma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Football_in_South_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun_Hwa_International_Academy-Philippines


10 6 REFERENCES

tion Movement-Philippines. Drs. Christopher and Julia
Kim, Unification Movement International (UM) Conti-
nental Directors for Asia led the founding of the insti-
tution and provided much support and inspiration to the
Academy.*[223]*[224]

5 See also

• List of Unification Church people

• Unification Church of the United States
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